
 
BERLIN BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

“Where Students Discover Their Potential” 

 

 
Mrs. Kristen Martello Cande Kristoff 

Superintendent Business Administrator 

215 South Franklin Avenue Berlin, NJ 08009 * Phone (856) 767-0129 * Fax (856) 767-2465 

www.bcsberlin.org 

 

August 31, 2017 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

 BCS has been extremely busy this summer!  Our wonderful staff has been working 

diligently to prepare our facilities, curriculum, and new initiatives to ensure a smooth opening to 

the new school year.   We all look forward to your child(ren) filling the halls with their summer 

stories!   

   

 The Character Education theme for the 2017-2018 school year is Ordinary Heroes.   We 

will spend the year learning to understand how our actions affect others.  Each and every one of 

us can be a hero to another!   Tell us about your favorite hero today by emailing our co-director of 

character education, groarkk@bcsberlin.org, and we will be sure to highlight your hero! 

 

 New in 2017, we will be implementing STEAM (science, technology, engineering, the 

arts, and mathematics) lessons in grades K-5 which will support our pre-engineering classes in the 

middle school.  Students in grades K to 5 will rotate each week with lessons in library instruction 

and STEAM.  The Media Center will be an interactive place to engage in experiential learning, 

critical thinking, collaboration and innovation!  WOW!     

    

 We have made many upgrades to our student management system, Genesis.  This year 

students in grades 5 to 8 will have their own Genesis accounts to manage their academic 

progress.  Parents will continue to have the same access as previously provided but with enhanced 

features such as the Forms Library.  The Forms Library will allow you to update your emergency 

contacts, permission for photo usage, read and sign off on handbooks, and so much more!  Daily 

attendance will be automated through Genesis.  Notifications will be sent via an email and phone 

call daily when a child is out unexpectedly.  This automated response will be sent daily at 8:45 

AM for MS and 9:15 AM for Elementary.        

     

 Other new initiatives for 2017 include daily collaboration time for our teachers to improve 

teaching and learning, a BCS Facebook page, and monthly meetings with myself to discuss all 

things BCS.  Please provide your input regarding meeting times through our CE surveys which 

will be available on our school website starting mid-September.  We are looking forward to a very 

rewarding school year ahead! When you have a chance, please welcome our new Business 

Administrator, Cande Kristoff! 

   

Sincerely, 

 

Kristen Martello     

Superintendent            

 
 

 

http://www.bcsberlin.org/

